#Hote book given out to advertise o John Deere Ferm implement store in Fulbton, our neaye
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Then Grend Fether Fickering wes a little Boro
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When your Grond Father Mlckering was sim years old -~ younger ‘l:hw Jende 48 now - I
he tmnad by "eovered Wagon", with his father, mother =nd sister Charlotte (lottie
a8 we glweys called her) some two and one-hzlf yesrs older, from his birthplece on the
farn in Henson Gourty, Seuth Dekote to Leuisville, Golo. This was & emall coel mining
tomm in Northern Colorgdo. The distance travelled wae 750‘nﬂlaé. ayrived at by Mﬂ:
ab each tovn we pessed thru, and faithfully resorded by wmy sister lottie, in a little

est town in So. Dalk, .

Hitched to our "covered wegon' were a melched temm of grey hovses, numed Fly ond
Nellie. They--araalwayamadytomspondv&mnhitahadtowagmwwpwmm
father - or mother - seid: "Biddep”. (lellie lived and served ug until I wes a growm
nan but Fly died while we lived in Colorado. liy father had beem u» in the mountains
to Rollimsville, = difficult plece to get to in those dgys. thile theve Fly ate scme
loco weed opd died after father got basck to lowdsville. I was leading hoy when she
reared badk and f61l over dead, I wes sbout eleven or twolve ab that time.)

For this twip my father fixed the wegon by putting on "sideboards" on both sides,
mmam,wmwamnbmmtﬂumwm Then he builf a
#memxk,_ealledan'mrm‘ mmwmawmmﬂmmm
edge of the top box of our wpgon. The "overjet" was needed so that double bed

would f£it snugly inside of it. Thenthehuws, over wnloh the eamves top wes

mﬁttedintoclipamthaaiuaaoithamrjﬁ;thaaamnpu.’lhdtd@tandttﬁ ‘
securely. -Thus we had snug sleeping quarters, il the wagon, with our baggege wnder- ‘

neath,

We crossed the Missouri Niver on o stern-wheel ferry boat, from Hunnlug Vatery So.
Dekote to Hiohrara. Nebr, and travelled Southward until we came to the main line #
the Union raniﬁ.o ReRe elong the Platte River. These we followed the mﬂaf'&hlw
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%0 Coloredo, e corried o shoct ivon stove on tho bask of our wagom, whish had tuwo
griddies ond an oven nawt to the five box. 1l mothor did wonders with this stove whem
we stopped for the night. mmmrfmm“pithﬁndeMip |
mmmmbmwmammmwmmmw Im
tohmgonunbankoftmmmmnamatmmdmammm:m
teke such big stepss Our ovening mecl was good o8 I remombor = mfmﬁﬂnﬂl
to a growing boy. At night we tried to stop by o sehool house, or o stock yaid (where
they Lept cattle temporerily -nd loaded them on the cors for shipment), as both places
alwiys had 2 w1l and a pump oo thet wo had weber for cooling cnd for the horeess OWP
noon megl most of the time wes o can of pork mnd beens, or o ean of tometoes (cessoned =
with elther sugar or solt and peper), plug breed and babters Mother hod brot slong some
twowquert gloss Jers of cammed grapes which we hod not ecten wery well ot home. But en
tids trip they tested very good, e
g ve noared Colovado the mowntelns in the distance looked, ob first, 1ike low olouds
en the hovizong Iotilo and I vere thrilled et the thob of seeing the foeky lownteinse
Ihumdtwpainﬁlﬂmthatitdﬁdmtpwmuepwthalwm
I did thds until I got a ceotus spine into my instep thru my shoes. But mewver ageini)
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mamnstcpmmﬂnmwmmmmmmummm

Thegmero in front of a largs, two-story house, peinted white, with o white M frnco
Jm:gita : prdl . hhmdhmwtm“mmmt%mrt ‘ «fJ
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'Bafi’ahw.l'eahemfmﬂ.linﬂyhm mmmm:ms:mngnmm|
mthahadaorthmm,aladyommanafm-edwmthumww’h
children”, meaning us of course, ththetthislaﬂy'maw:y‘dadtethmofuﬂ
were total strangers to her, Ibatoftbepeophmmtalongmmadmmg
a:am.afmuthlargehaummdbam,mﬂmmum. mmwmh
8ell ny father hay for the lLorses, bub ordered us off his places

One day o8 we were riding slong in the rein, the oanves top seemed very wot but was
not leakings I got to wondering whet would herven 4if I should touch the top with my |
fingew, I lomwmed thet wes the way to meke our top lesk, es waber began to drip down on |



u8e & thot it o rowe twesb.

mee I never tiidd that againl _ ¢
We got to Loulsville in December 1893, in a snow storm with high wind. We fered cg g
thet the wind night blow our hizh wagon over shen broadside to the wind so stopped im

the shelter of a lorge for » time, Then y@ drove to the home of my mother's '
eousin, Sam Page, who lived in muisrllle./\l'ie 1dved ¥ for 2 wnile s he had 2 teen-

age girl with no mother to look ofter her. lother came %o help if she gould. |

Ieamiﬁg that the Russian who hed rented our form wes not keeping his word, my rnW_ |
left ecrly in 1895, by tvudn, to look ofter things. Vhon school wes out (I was promot- |
ed to the lith grade) my mother, with your grmmdoa sbout 8 years old, and lottie o littls

pest ten yeers old, starbed bask to So, Dekoba with our eovered wagon, pulled, of eourse,

by our felthful Oreys, Fly md Nell. On this return tvip, vhen we were stepped in
Sterling, Golos., =nd us children were sitting on the wegon seat, holm.ngthéma
the horses, watching what wes going on in the street, a young men rode up on a horse and
leming over in his szddle, honded us o smell sock of candye Ve were token by surprise
end f£oiled, I feer, to thank him but I am suve our eyes, and the expressions on owr
feoes, s,id thonks. E
ihen mother veturned frcm the store she had, mong other things, & loaf of hume
beked bread md a 5 1be peil of streined honey, As she sat on the wegon sezt she spreed

two slices of that good bread with butter snd then this honey, end gave one to eash of

ey 5

Mamm'mm.m@hm;mu.mamwwﬁaunm;
hadtdm,hntahouthalf—a;wbetmm & plece where trovellers oonld stop eslled
"Cenfiald Remch¥, This time wo cypurently maahed't:twrgnehtmw]a'. in oy mothed's
mmwmpm»mwtm;.mmammemma Hight overtook us wherd
thove was nething in sight but prairie. Redm hod follen yecently ao'th&t. the horses
had water - cnd we got clong some waye The hovses were tded to the wagon for the night,
nommmmwwlmmmdmmwmm,mmmm
ot them it shook our wegon end swaltemed mothers “ho ot omee got up, Gresced, got us
up, then hermessed end hitched up the team. Then putting the lines in our hands she



ol g | |
took the Iighted lantern md struck oub for $he roads Vo guided the horsos to follow
the light end were much rolieved when mother gob to the rosd, climbed inte the wygem
and we were on ouPr WYe ‘ .

%machadowfmh'ma&fchanﬁfmmwa%uwmsmwwm
them - had bioken into tho roomswe stored some of our things and Eockmbotk had used,
broken or takon with them. Our churn wos gone, so mothor made bubter by Skirving the
cregm with o lerge m,%smrﬂothermﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁinafmm* e went
% sohool agein in the country school, budli on on sore of land uy father had givenm for
that puvpose beomuse my pevents were interested in schooling for theiw ahildven, FHove
both lottie mnd I sbarbed our educations The subjects taught were Needing, Writing «nd
Aritimetic « with diseipline thrown in. Ly memovy of those school days recalls pieldng
& hondfull of. besutiful violets, for zy toacher, os I wiliied to school thmu our pesture
in springtines The posture hod a 1ot of flowers but I thot the violets, the prediliiis
Our school house mmtmmdm"mw*,emngﬂwmmofmm
w.mwmmgmmtarms,.oapemilaﬁmlumhas, Itwsalaoaplénct
storage for kindling, as the tecsher had to build her ouwn fire in the stove when 1t wes
cold: Here we »lzyed®blind men's buff", on dgys it wus t00 cold to plsy outsides 16
mmm@u@mgﬁbm&d&ﬁwmwmmmmm
‘pagh the coste honging olong the side, and coteh those trying to slip post to the

800w .
Along cash side of the school wom, st the front end whore the teasher's desk

stoed, were two long benshes. There were cboubt tem pupils franging fyom those in the

firet vooder to the fourth or £ifth roaders Defore we went %6 Colorado, when I wes in -
the thizd ooder - ond oerlier probebly = I vividly remenber the Fiahel girls « they

were young vomen %o me - veading deamsticolly the poem which comtained the wordst B

%orgen, Morgon, the reider, lorzmnts terrible men', - &
Wgre These long benches mentioned shove, mmusedﬁxmalasmm:rmadupm

to recitos ofmmmemahmﬂemmmm@normm
wis the weter pail , With o longwhendled diover in it. mmwmwmmb
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atthecbmeofsml,thnlantyearwmminﬂo-mhta,ammwt :
m,@mm,mmuammwm.mu.wmmmﬂ.d
the pupils, who were: Frank nd Fred Doehmer (Lrothersy leslie Boclmer (o cousim)j |
linnie end Relde Shell; Fottle and Tramk Pickering; Armm Dlunenborg; Andvew Hosh apd
Se 80ld our farm in 1897, which my fathor had homssteoded i 1876, "Centendal® |

yeur, shotly after Sitting Dull, tho Sicux chdefboln wes coptuved ond his Hotion cone !
tained, @i pub on veservotioms., Uhen we moved to Colorado to live we took two wagomss |
Fly «nd Nell, the horses, rulled the old wogsn with its overjeb end a spen of blask ;
mules, the little ome named, "Billie" :nd the lerger cne ngipdy " Jéok®, pulled the ;'-::'
new wegom, with our top bugzy tded on behind, e bot a wagon with o brele on it beosuse
‘ mmm%mmwmmmmmqummmmmm._l'{
dhen w crosaed bio Misoourd Tiver this tine I was told 4o stond gb the heed of the
mles, %o keep them quiet whon the mechinery storteds Tho tiles were stending, hitched |
hﬁemcnomsideofthafemhaat,mmﬂiwmdﬁmgﬁﬁhi!ﬂ-i‘ N
hmmmmmm@tOMMawmmhw_hW' J
ton yoer old boy was pretly amcous standing theve with nothing bib. s wooden yeil 46 -
' 5014 them, o7 B, on the bost 42 thay soted We wmmw‘nuum fz\
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pmmwmwmmmmmzmmmuM&me*ﬂ {
Wah&t; but they remeined quiet und I was thenlcful, d

Wie had some hils to olinb to get out of the wiver velley gnd this timo the ground 3;
wes, wet from vain and slippery, Ve found that miles will mot wapde any offort pulling
e wagom, if they do not have solid footings. So efter the horses hod pulled thelr wogem .']
upthe muddy hill, father unhitched them cnd brought them bask to pull the new wagen |
aad buggy wp the Bill, They cid, bub before they oould mae much hosdwey my fother s
mutmmmmmmmwmmmmhmwmup '{
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brake blocls, amamn-mwmamormmm.luwwwm._









